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IS THE PRIMARY ENERGY FACTOR THE RIGHT INDICATOR FOR DETERMINING
THE ENERGY PERFORMANCE OF BUILDINGS?

The Primary Energy Factor (PEF) describes the efficiency of
converting energy from primary sources (e.g. coal, crude oil) to a
secondary energy carrier (e.g. electricity, natural gas) that
provides energy services delivered to end-users, such as warmth
or light. In the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive
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Discussion Paper*

(EPBD)', the PEF is used in the methodology to calculate the
energy performance of a building, which is expressed in primary
energy’. Energy Performance Certificates (EPCs) are also
calculated according to this methodology.
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Member States have flexibility in setting the value of the PEF. In practice, this has become a political decision, with a direct impact on
the resulting energy performance of a building and hence its compliance with the energy requirements established in national

building codes.

The EPBD treats on -

IMPLICATIONS OF USING PEF s TO SET ENERGY PERFORMANCE INDICATORS

DELIVERED ENERGY
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minimum energy performance requirements for buildings and building elements

¢ European Environment Agency, Air quality in Europe, 2016. According to the European Environmental Agency, biomass burning is one of the main sources of
PM10 and PM2,5, e.g. as much as 40% during winter in Pianura Padana, Italy
7 Guidelines accompanying Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) No 244/2012 of 16 January 2012 supplementing Directive 2010/31/EU (2012/C 115/01)



