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Dear reader, 

 

2017 will be a year of intense political debate about the many energy policy proposals tabled by 

the European Commission. After our earlier analysis of the Winter Package, BPIE is today 

releasing a new report asking the question whether Member States are ready to embrace smart 

buildings. The result is somewhat sobering. As the Commission’s package puts the consumer at 

the centre of energy policy-making, national governments have an opportunity to deliver the 

benefits for their citizens. 

BPIE has some suggestions: in a report for Poland now summarised in English, we outlined how 

the renovation of single-family buildings could be supported. This would not only increase the 

living conditions of many but also address the air quality problems in the country. And four new 

BPIE briefings analyse the Package from a national angle and suggest opportunities for 

governments to consider during the negotiations in the coming months. 

Further, the idea of Individual Building Renovation Passports is gaining increasing support, a 

useful instrument for home-owners as demonstrated by this past webinar. Taking a longer-term 

perspective to 2050, we are participating in a project led by the Potsdam Institute for Climate 

Impact Research (PIK) to calculate CO2-emission pathways for Europe which was started late last 

year. 

So a lot of issues to be discussed, make sure you don’t miss the events providing an opportunity 

for debate, BPIE’s staff will speak at many in the coming weeks. 

  

With best regards, 

  

Oliver Rapf, Executive Director  
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Is Europe ready for the smart buildings 

revolution? 

  

An analysis by BPIE on the readiness of EU 

countries to transition to smart buildings 

concludes that no Member State is fully 

prepared to take advantage of the benefits 

that smart building technologies will entail. 

BPIE assessed aspects such as dynamic 

operability, energy-system responsiveness, 

renewable energy uptake as well as dynamic 

and self-learning control systems. The report 

presents a series of progressive policies and 

innovative front-runner projects which prove 

the economic viability of smart buildings. 

BPIE gave a presentation on this topic at the 

CA-EPBD event Smart Buildings for a greener 

Europe: Emerging Policy and Practice, the 

streaming is available.  
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FOCUS ON  

 

 

 

 

 

BPIE briefing on the “Clean Energy for All 

Europeans” package available in 

Romanian, Polish, German and Greek 

  

Last November, the European Commission 

released important pieces of European energy 

legislation in the “Clean Energy for All 

Europeans” package. 

The package covers energy efficiency, 

renewable energy, the electricity market, 

consumers and governance rules for the 

Energy Union. 

This paper analyses the European 

Commission’s package and highlights missing 

elements which need to be addressed through 

the legislative negotiations with the European 

Council and Parliament. 

The briefing is now available in German, 

Polish, Romanian and Greek, including 

implications for each country.  
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BPIE report on renovation opportunities 

in Poland: summary available in English 

  

The report, available only in Polish, identified 

the renovation of single-family houses as 

vastly under-funded compared to other 

sectors. It focused on three topics related to 

technical design, legislative requirements and 

a possible financing scheme targeting these 

buildings. 

 

A short summary of the findings is now 

available in English. 

The summary contains mechanisms and 

technical requirements for the renovation of 

single-family buildings as well as the needed 

policy changes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Global Alliance for Buildings and 

Construction: website and global status 

report 2016 now available 

  

The Global Alliance for Buildings and 

Construction (GABC) was launched to 

implement the Paris COP21 goals within the 

built environment. It aims to mobilise all 

stakeholders, including Member States and 

non-governmental actors from the buildings 

and construction sector to scale up climate 

actions. 

The website is now available, detailing the 

Alliance objectives, partners and activities. 

A Global Status Report for 2016, “Towards 

zero-emission efficient and resilient buildings”, 

prepared by the GABC with BPIE’s 

contribution, was launched at COP22.  
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EU Calculator: trade-offs and pathways 

towards sustainable and low-carbon 

European Societies 

  

The EU Calc project, and launched end of 

2016, will develop an innovative open-source 

modelling-tool based on a multi-sector 

approach (power and heat generation, 

transport, industry, buildings, agriculture and 

food and more). The “Transition Pathways 

Explorer” will allow users to create their own 

decarbonisation pathways online and visualise 

European and Member State greenhouse gas 

emissions and their relation to current and 

future climate development and policies. The 

goals are to allow an informed debate around 

the 2050 European competitive low-carbon 

economy and a resilient Energy Union with a 

forward-looking climate change policy and 

engage stakeholders on the long run. BPIE is 

a partner. A first workshop March 23 in 

Brussels will engage experts on how to make 

the tool fit their needs. To join, send an email 

to Bernd Hezel.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Making shopping centres more energy 

efficient and comfortable with innovative 

tools and solutions 

  

A set of reports was released by the EU-funded 

project CommONEnergy, presenting the 

developed technologies: ventilative 

cooling, artificial lighting, green mobility 

(electric and hydrogen), gathering them in 

systemic solution-sets to exploit synergies and 

more. Focus on two: A virtual Integrated 

Design Process library, soon accessible: 

thanks to a simple user-friendly structure, 

energy audit templates to collect information 

can easily be created from the library and used 

as a walk-through survey by auditors during 

their inspection and to easily identify potential 

cost-effective measures to improve energy 
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efficiency. iBEMS architecture prototype: an 

integrated control system leverages the 

information and synergies among each of the 

systems (HVAC, lighting, refrigeration, energy 

use, etc.), as well as for building-correlated 

services (parking, RES harvesting and local 

energy production, etc.), making facility 

managers able to control energy generation, 

consumption and energy exchange with the 

grid.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Webinar on Building Renovation 

Passports: presentations available 

  

The presentations and recording from the BPIE 

and Build UP webinar are now available. 

 

With the launch of the Clean Energy Package 

and the Energy Performance Certificates still 

lacking targeted recommendations for 

renovation, Building Renovation Passports 

could be one of the solutions to drive the 

renovation of the European building stock by 

providing tailor-made and understandable 

information to building owners and investors.  
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Workshop, Will the ‘Clean Energy for All Europeans’ package help in the fight against 

smog in Poland?, 28 February, Warsaw 

  

This is the third BPIE workshop in Poland on improving the framework conditions for building 

renovation.  The aim is to explore the role of the “Clean Energy for All Europeans” package on the 

renovation market, and in particular whether it does enough to address the country’s smog problem. 

More on the registration here. The event will be held in Polish only.  
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Meet BPIE at the World Sustainable Energy Days (WSED), 1-3 March, Wels 

  

BPIE is a partner for this edition of the WSED, with three presentations:  

 How ready is Europe for the “Smart Building Revolution”?, Maarten De Groote 

 Demand side infrastructure for energy security, Filippos Anagnostopoulos / Dan Staniaszek 

 Boosting the NZEB market transition, Jonathan Volt 

The full conference programme is now available.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heat Roadmap Europe workshop, 7 March, Brussels 

  

The Heat Roadmap Europe (HRE4) project organizes a workshop to share the latest findings and 

launch the Pan-European Thermal Atlas (Peta4). These high resolution thermal maps of 14 largest 

EU Member States (up to 90% of heat demand) and detailed profiles of heating and cooling demand 

in these countries will be presented, as well as related projects. The event is fully booked, but we 

invite you to join the waiting list. Agenda.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Internet of Energy Conference, 7-8 March, Cologne 

  

BPIE will speak about “Intelligent urban ecosystems: Smart consumers, Smart buildings and Smart 

utilities” on the second day of the conference. This session will offer a glimpse into the future smart 

city with debates on the role of buildings in transforming the energy system, cross-industry 

collaboration and how to build a “smart” strategy.  
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Energy Efficiency Global Forum (EE Global), 8-9 May, Washington D.C. 

  

The Energy Efficiency Global Forum (EE Global) is turning 10 years. EE Global 2017 is the one event 

where business executives, government leaders and advocates join together for two days of 

actionable dialogue and partnership-building. BPIE partnering with the event, we have a few 

invitations, feel free to ask!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Active House General Assembly and open event, 7 March, London 

  

Ahead of the official General Assembly, the Alliance will organise an open conference within the 

overall Ecobuild theme to foster sustainable buildings. The Active House conference will focus on 

design and development of buildings that foster healthy and comfortable buildings for the 

occupants, presenting best practices from all around the world.  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

A few additional events where BPIE will speak  

 

 

 

 

- 4th QUALICHeCK Conference | EPBD perspectives for compliant and smart buildings, 21 February, 

Brussels 

- SolarPower Summit, Global Market Forecasts, Policies and Technology Trends, 7 - 8 March, 

Brussels 

- Energy & Buildings, 24 March, Vaasa, Finland 

- 22nd BIBM Congress, 17-19 May, Madrid, Spain 

- CommONEnergy final conference and award ceremony, 7 September, Brussels 
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